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Findings: The literacy project showed tremendous progression and improvement on 
all three students for their reading level, segmentation of phonemes, and their basic 
skills about the content of a book. The reading level of the students improved an 
average of five levels and one student advanced fourteen levels. This experience 
positively impacted the teacher candidate as a researcher and teacher. It also showed 
the importance of small group instruction on the reading achievement of students. 
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Purpose: This literacy project investigated the impact of small group reading 
instruction on the reading ability of first graders. During fall 2012, the teacher candidate 
conducted research in a first grade classroom in a rural East Texas elementary three 
days a week for an eight-week period.  One purpose of this literacy project was to 
enable teacher candidates to gain experience conducting reading assessments, 
planning age appropriate reading lessons, and implementing those lessons in a small 
group instructional setting. Another purpose was to administer pre and post 
assessments to monitor the reading development of a group of students.  
Student 1 Pre-Assessment Post-Assessment 
 
Running Record 
Errors: 6/87 
Error Rate: 1:13 
Accuracy Rate: 93% 
Self-Correction Rate: N/A 
Reading Level: 4 
Errors: 20/279 
Error Rate: 1:14 
Accuracy Rate: 93% 
Self-Correction Rate: N/A 
Reading Level: 12 
Concepts About Print 
Score: 14/16 
Concepts Missed: Punctuation 
(Comma and quotation marks)  
Score: 15/16 
Concepts Missed: Punctuation  
(Quotation Marks) 
 
Yopp-Singer Test of Phoneme 
Segmentation 
 
Score: 16/22 
Concepts Misses: Blending of sounds 
 
Score: 20/22 
Concepts Missed: Blending of sounds 
Student 2 Pre-Assessment Post-Assessment 
Running Record 
Errors: 9/138 
Error Rate: 1:14 
Accuracy Rate: 93% 
Self-Correction Rate: N/A 
Reading Level: 6 
Errors: 27/358 
Error Rate: 1:14 
Accuracy Rate: 93% 
Self-Correction Rate: N/A 
Reading Level: 16 
Concepts About Print 
Score: 13/16 
Concepts Missed: Punctuation 
(Comma, exclamation point and 
quotation marks)  
 
Score: 14/16 
Concepts Missed: Punctuation  
(Quotation Marks and comma)  
 
Yopp-Singer Test of Phoneme 
Segmentation 
 
Score: 2/7 
Concepts Misses: Blending of sounds 
 
Score: 21/22 
Concepts Missed: Blending of sounds 
Student 3 Pre-Assessment Post-Assessment 
 
Running Record 
Errors: 11/139 
Error Rate: 1:12.5 
Accuracy Rate: 92% 
Self-Correction Rate: N/A 
Reading Level: 6 
Errors: 13/77 
Error Rate: 1:14 
Accuracy Rate: 93% 
Self-Correction Rate: N/A 
Reading Level: 30 
Concepts About Print 
Score: 8 ½ /16 
Concepts Missed: Punctuation, front 
of book, and Uppercase letters 
Score: 11/16 
Concepts Missed: Punctuation, front 
of book 
 
Yopp-Singer Test of Phoneme 
Segmentation 
 
Score: 3/7 
Concepts Misses: Blending of sounds 
 
Score: 19/22 
Concepts Missed: Blending of sounds 
